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Ratings and standards
There are 2 types of CE mark (European standard) for ice axes:

B-rated axes are designed for winter hillwalking and glacier walking. They have shafts
strong enough to allow use as a belay and are best used on pure ice and snow rather than
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mixed ground.
T-rated axes are designed for climbing and mountaineering. They are much more heavy
duty than B-rated axes. This means that they are strong enough to be used on mixed

ground and torqued into iced-up rock cracks.
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2) Do safely

(1) Prevent acting automatically. Think of what you are doing.
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(2) Be self-sufficient; think for yourself and do not rely on thoughts of others. Safety is

everyone's responsibility.

(3) Test the terrain before doing .
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